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Call for Papers 
In 2010 several University of Washington School 
of Law students founded the Education Law and 
Policy Society (Ed-Law) to explore connections 
between the legal community and education 
policy development and implementation. Since 
then, the organization has grown both in size and 
in terms of active participation reform. Through 
its annual Forces of Change conference and 
emerging pro bono project, Ed-Law has sought to 
connect students, teachers, administrators, 
researchers, and legal practitioners to encourage 
collaboration and communication. 
 
Now Ed-Law seeks to further its goal of fostering 
cooperation among the various groups impacted 
by education policy development by publishing 
its second journal style publication. Our mission 
is to provide a forum for all those affected by 
education reforms to discuss and share ideas 
about everything from sweeping reform to day-
to-day anecdotes on events occurring on the 
ground level. We hope to provide a neutral, non-
partisan space to share ideas, information, and 
suggestions to all who are interested.  
 
We hope to make the Ed-Law publication a 
unique platform by combining elements of more 
traditional journals with a collection of diverse 
voices on the intersections of education and the 
law. Once a year Ed-Law will publish a 
collection of papers analyzing critical issues in 
education.  
 

We hope you will join us in reflecting on several 
questions: 
 
• Have recent reforms, court decisions and legislation 

been successful in advancing the progress and 
development of students in Washington and around 
the country.  
 

• What are the most problematic areas of school 
reform that need to be re-assessed, and what 
alternatives are available to current policies? 

 
• What programs, organizations, or polices can we 

point to (domestically or internationally) as model 
reforms that ought to be adopted on a wider scale in 
the United States, and what makes these reforms so 
successful? 

 
• Who (e.g. teachers, administrators, policy-makers) 

is in the best position to make a meaningful impact 
on schools, and how can resources best be allocated 
to empower these groups or individuals? 

 
• How are education policy reforms felt by 

individuals at all levels of involvement from school 
district officials to students in the classroom? 

 
• What is not a part of the conversations, but ought to 

be? Why aren’t these issues being discussed? 
 
• How are the ideals of policy reforms different from 

the day-to-day of policy implementation? 
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You are invited to submit a paper, 
reflection, anecdotal story, or any 
kind of writing expressing your 
thoughts and reflections on American 
education systems today. Ed-Law 
hopes to hear from all groups 
impacted including students, parents, 
teachers, administrators, researchers, 
policy-makers, and legal practitioners 
working in the field of education. All 
papers must be submitted via email by 
February 12, 2016. 
 

The deadline for 
submissions in 

February 12, 2016 
 
Submission instructions will be 
available on the Ed-Law website: 
http://uwedlaw.wordpress.com 
 
No submissions by regular mail will 
be accepted. One of the Co-Chairs 
will send confirmation of the receipt 
of the submission via email.  
 
All participants are encouraged to 
contribute and reach out with 
questions or concerns.  
 
Ed-Law reserves the right to not 
publish a submission if we deem it not 
appropriate for the goals and vision of 
our publication.  
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SUGGESTED ISSUE AND TOPIC AREAS 
 
The following list provides sample topics, but feel free to submit 
your reflections on any topic you find relevant to the field of 
education. Direct you correspondence to larah86@uw.edu or 
lynnyetta.keller@gmail.com regarding any questions or concerns.  
 
There are no page limits on submissions, but contributors are 
encouraged to select a sample for any paper originally designed as 
a longer research based thesis or dissertation. 
 
Access to Higher Education School Funding; Race to the Top 
 
Alternative and Traditional  School Lunch Programs 
Teacher Training Programs 
 
Charter Schools  School to Prison Pipeline 
 
Classroom Management Social Bonds 
 
Common Core Standards Special Education 
 
Credit/Credit Recovery ELL Accommodations 
 
Cultural Competency  Student Safety 
 
Early Learning  Teacher Retention 
 
Extra-Curricular Activities Teachers Unions 
 
Fine Arts Education  Teaching Tolerance 
 
Homeless Students  Technology and Education 
 
Immigration and the Role  Testing/High Stakes Tests 
of Schools in Meeting the  
Needs of Diverse Student  The Achievement/Opportunity  
Populations   Gap 
 
Literacy in the Classroom Wrap Around Services 
 
Merit Pay 
 
Performance Reviews  
and Tenure 
 
Professional Development 
 
Race and Education 
 
School Discipline  

This list is not intended to be 
exhaustive. If you have a 
compelling topic to discuss we 
encourage any and all 
submissions that will advance 
the substantive conversations 
on education.  

Check	  out	  Volume	  1	  of	  the	  Washington	  Journal	  of	  Education	  Law	  and	  Policy	  	  at	  
https://uwedlaw.wordpress.com	  


